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Dear Families 

I am writing to you at the end of an academic year which has been like no other - certainly unlike anything we 

could have possibly imagined when we started in September.  I want to start this letter with a huge thank you 

to all of you for your support, understanding and patience.  With uncertainty comes worry, pressure and a 

whole lot of other difficulties than none of us were prepared for.  That we have stayed connected in this 

difficult time is testament to the strength of our Addey’s family – to each and every one of you.  I have received 

so many messages of support from you and I cannot tell you how motivating, inspiring, and humbling this is.  

It is very clear that we all have the same overarching aim – to do the very best for our children.  It is this that 

keeps us going and striving to do everything we can to support them.  From the bottom of my heart, and on 

behalf of all the staff at Addeys, thank you. 

As you are aware, it is expected that all students return to school in September.  The guidance issued to 

school leaders by government has been issued. I would like to be able to offer you a concrete plan in its 

entirety, but I want to be clear that this guidance is likely to be reviewed mid August.  Please do keep this in 

mind and please be assured that I will be open and timely in my communication to you as and when there 

are any amendments to planning. 

As it stands, there are certain changes that I would like to make you aware of.   

Curriculum  
 

You may have heard that there are many schools that are reducing their curriculum offer.   We are committed 

to offering our students a broad and balanced curriculum and we will continue to do this. 

 

However, we also know that for safety reasons practical and specialist subjects will need to adapt.  This is 

because cleaning specialist rooms and equipment is just not possible between groups.  We know that some 

schools are not delivering practical subjects.  We are not that school.  We know that, with imagination and a 

bit of creativity we can continue to give our students a broad offer and we will be doing this as far as possible 

within these constraints.  Subject leaders are working hard in order to plan lessons that will give our students 

meaningful experiences in their subjects.  

 

Start dates – staggered return for year groups 

We want to start the new year calmly and smoothly.  There will be a staggered return for students with each 
year group returning separately.  This will give us a chance to welcome our students and give them time to 
familiariase themselves with a new way of working.  Return dates for each year group will be sent to you by 
the end of next week and posted on our website. 
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Start and finish times 

 

As per government guidance, we have made some small changes to ensure that we can continue to offer 

our full curriculum safely and ensure the well-being of staff.  These changes will be reviewed if necessary 

as we move through the term.   

 

These times will be confirmed for each year group by 15th August.  This communication will include our risk 

assessment, exact timings of the day, an outline of operations during the day and a reminder of all 

procedures that are in place to ensure the safety of our pupils and staff.   

 

School uniform 

All students will return in full school uniform as per government guidance.  During the summer term, 
students may wear a plain white polo shirt.  Our school logo will not be required on this shirt for next term. 
Blazers will be required. 

 

Further details about our uniform can be found here:  http://www.as.lewisham.sch.uk/77/uniform 

 

School closure 

A reminder that the school site will be closed for 2 weeks from Monday 27th July to Friday 7th August.  You 

can still contact the school with any safeguarding concerns during this time on 020 8305 6134. 

 

From Monday 10th August, members from the senior team will be on site to make preparations for opening. 

We are aware that families may be understandably anxious about some of the changes in place and please 

know that you can contact us with any concerns you have.  You can do so in the usual way via our info line 

on 020 8305 6100.  This line will not be monitored from 27th July to 7th August.  We always welcome your 

feedback and we will do our best to address any concerns and questions. 

Addeys has not been the same without our wonderful students.  We have missed them terribly.  We are so 

looking forward to welcoming them back and for our school to return to the exceptional place of learning that 

it is. 

In the meantime, I hope that you and your families have some time to rest and relax this summer.  You all 

deserve it. 

Warmest wishes 

 
Jan Shapiro 
Headteacher 
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